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The Dallas Farmers Market, with the city’s skyline in the background. The market is open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily and features local produce and local purveyors.
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Well-traveled Orioles manager Bu
a home base and family ties deep

i Fruity day trips

i Performances by Strange Fruit and a delicious gt <8

. strawberry festival in West Virginia PG 2

My best shot

On vacation, conflicts coincide PG 4
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CHRISTOPHER T. ASSAF/BALTIMORE SUN PHOTO
Buck Showalter acknowledges that when
he’s not working, he is something of a
homebody, whether in Baltimore or Dallas.
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| - DALLAS CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU PHOTO
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See SHOWALTER, page 4

sightsee

DALLAS CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU PHOTO

Showalter spent four years mahaging in the Rangers Ballpark in Arlington, about a half-

hour outside Dallas.
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Showalter’s rarely out at home in Dallas

SHOWALTER, From pagel
Nonetheless, here’s what this well-
seasoned celebrity traveler had to say about

the Big D.

How long have you ‘had a home in
Dallas? - .

Seven years. Of course we moved there
when I took the manager job with the Texas
Rangers. My kids feel like they grew up
there.

What made you want to to retain a

residence in Dallas after joining the

Orioles?
My family. My daughter is in law school
at Southern Methodist University in Dallas

and my son is a junior at Texas Christian
University in Fort Worth. When we moved
to Texas with the Rangers, I promised them

we would stay so they could have some
stability during this important time in their
lives. My daughter [got] married Feb. 2. I
was flying to Dallas each week from
Baltimore just for dance lessons for the
wedding! It isn’t an issue because there are
plenty of direct flights in and out of here
[Dall as] but now I do live in Baltimore
about nine months out of the year.

Which airline do you prefer to travel
between the two cities?

American. Dallas is a hub, and I'm a big
nonstop fan.

Do you live in the city?
I live 10 minutes from downtown.

So you feel like you really know the
area? -
I wouldn’t say that. I drove to the
ballpark and back. Because this job is seven
days a week and often on the road, when my
wife and I are together, we eat at home. I
couldn’t tell you more than two or three
restaurants in Dallas or Baltimore!

When you do go out, do you have one
favorite restaurant?

That doesn’t have a drive-through?

DALLAS CONVENTION AND V[SITORS BUREAU

The Magnolia Hotel'is in the hlstorlc Magnolla Petroleum Co. Building.

y — it .

s
[Laughs J Well, I can tell you where to eat at

the airport. [More chuckles] OK, in Dallas

there’s a restaurant that used to be Hous-
ton’s but it’s called something else now —
Hillstone. When I do have to eat out, I like
the chains, somewhere where I know the

menu; it’s sunple, clean and very consistent.

Where do you take out-of-towners

when they visit?

There’s a golf course, Texas National
[now a public course]. It’s only golf; they
have a few cabins and a nice eating space [a
grill and snack bar]. It’s really beautiful. A
lot of people are surprised to see how much
greenery is around Dallas — and some hills,
not the way most people think of Texas.
There’s a lot of elevation, a lot of trees — and

a lot of water around [in the form of lakes
and creeks].

Do you play golf often?

Well, this year I had knee surgery, but I
like to play there. I also like to go fishing on
the lake at the back of the golf course. I
would do it a lot more if T had the time, but I
don’t. It’s mostly freshwater fish. You know;

we've got a great little pond behind our
practice field at spring training.

In Sarasota?

Yes, everyone likes to sneak out there
early in the morning. We catch the same
fish and keep putting them back.

So if someone asked you about some
of the great places to see in Dallas, you

might suggest... ?

We’ve gone to the Arboretum. We were

there for a show at Christmastime. There’s a

lot of beautiful plant life, especially roses,
which I have affection for. -

So would you recommend that people
visit the area around the winter holi-
days?

I'd have to say they really do up
Christmas here. We took the horse-drawn
carriage ride [Highland Park Christmas
Carriage Tours] just to see the decorations
around the neighborhood. You couldn’t
fathom the displays here! There are merry-
go-rounds [light structures] in the yards,
interactive pieces ... it’s really nice. It’s a nice
time of year too, before it gets too hot. It only
snows here once or twice a year; this year it
was on Christmas Day:.

Surely you’ve been to some sporting
events in the region? After all, Dallas has
some pretty promment professional
teams.

I have not been to most of the sports
arenas in the area. They’re mostly
Arlington, which is half an hour away in
between Dallas and Fort Worth.

What about the arts scene?

There are incredible museums and
theater — a lot of that stuff You name it,
Dallas has it. This city really likes to be
cutting edge or state of the art. Dallas is a
very worldly city, too. A lot of progressive
businesses, like fashion and technology.
Keep in mind that Texas is more of a
republic than a state. Recently they had a
petition about [the state of Texas] seceding,
and I heard about 30 percent of the people
voted for secession! It’s a very independent
place.

The fashion scene is very prominent
in Dallas. That must be a nice perk for

. your daughter and your wife.

Well, we try to keep a grip on reality. We

‘all tend to gravitate toward Target. My idea

of a great Saturday is walking around Target
with popcorn and an iced tea.

What about active-adventure stuff?
Does your son like to watch the rodeos

| and cattle drives?

Well, he does see a bit of that in Fort
Worth — a great town! You know, Fort

Worth i1s to Dallas what Tucson is to

If yougo
Since Showalter hasn’t had much of
an opportunity to explore Dallas, we
thought we’d provide him with some
the region’s most interes-ting detours.

GETTING THERE .
Dallas is about a three-hour fllght
from BWI-Marshall Airport. Only
- American and Spirit airlines offer
nonstop service from BWI. Round-trip
~airfare on Spirit begins at about $198
and about $350 on Amerrcan S

LODGING |

Rosewood Crescent Hotel 400
Crescent Court, 214-871-3200:

rosewoodhotels. com/en/crescent

hotel. The European-style hotel ln the

| 'mto downtown Rates from $330 per
night.
Warwick Melrose Hotel, 3015 Oak
Lawn Ave., 214-521-5151;
‘warwickmelrosedallas.com. The |
_circa-1924 hotel is an AAA
four-diamond historic Iandrnark
whose rooms are outfitted with
period furnlshings and luxurious
‘amenities. Rates from $167 per night.
The Magnolia Hotel, 1401 Commerce
St., 214-915-6500;
magnoliahotels. com/dallas You I spot
the neon-red Pegasus atop the
building before seeing the sign
announcing the boutique Magnolia
Hotel. Located in the circa-1922
historic Magnolia Petroleum Co.
Building, the cozy guest rooms provide
modern creature comforts From $139
per nlght

DlNlNG
Hillstone, 8330 A Preston Road,
Dallas, 214-691-8997; hillstone.com.
Formerly Houston'’s, this restaurant
~and bar offers casual American food
in a Southwest lodge setting. Try the
spinach-artichoke dlp Entrees from
$22.
The Dallas Farmers Market, 1010
South Pearl Expressway,
214-939-3808;
dallasfarmersmarket.org. Features
local produce and purveyors. Open
daily 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. -

DON’T MISS
Living history: Housed in the sixth

and seventh floors of the former
Texas School Book Depository is the
Sixth Floor Museum, chronicling the
assassination and legacy of President
John F. Kennedy. 411 EIm St. | “
214-747-6660 ifk.org

Fan fest: Dallas has some of the most
loyal sports fans in the country.

Venture over to Arlington and catch a
game at the Cowboys Stadium or
Rangers Ballpark.

The other Oval Office: The doors of

the George W. Bush Presidential

Library and Museum in Dallas opened
recently.

INFORMATION

For more on traveling to Dallas g0 1:0
wsutdallas com

ak i

Phoenix.

When you have guests
hotel do you recommend?

Hmm. Well, we did make a list for people
attending the wedding [calls to his wife].
“Which hotels did you put on that list?” ...
Two: We suggested the [Rosewood] Cres-
cent and the Warwick Melrose. The Mag-
nolia Hotel is a beautiful boutique hotel

visit, which

il

downtown; I wouldn’t go, but alot of people

like it. I’d stay at the Motel 6.



